GEORGE ELIOT

characters. The truth is, I think, different. George
Eliot did not herself understand what a mere hair-
dresser's block she was describing in Mr. Stephen
Guest. He is another instance of her incapacity for
portraying the opposite sex. No man could have
introduced such a character without perceiving what
an impression must be made upon his readers. We
cannot help regretting Maggie's fate; she is touching
and attractive to the last; but I, at least, cannot help
wishing that the third volume could have been sup-
pressed. I am inclined to sympathise with the readers
of Clarissa Harlowe when they entreated Richardson
to save Lovelace's soul. Do, I mentally exclaim, save
this charming Maggie from damning herself by this
irrelevant and discordant degradation.is a highly exceptional young woman, she should surely
